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Remember....
July 4th—Independence Day

July 15th—16th Annual
Meeting

HPP will be closed Monday,
July 4th in observance of
Independence Day.

Celebrate safely!
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Summer is flying by, and I hope you
have all been able to get out and enjoy it!
In my article last month, I went into detail
on what the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) is and why it matters
to you. This month I will be discussing
changes that have occurred over the past
few years with our power supplier Tri-
State Generation & Transmission (Tri-
State), their regulatory relationship with
the Colorado Public Utility Commission
(COPUC), and what that means for us at
HPP.

What is the Colorado Public Utility
Commission?

The Colorado Public Utility Commission
which is similar to our Wyoming Public
Service Commission (WPSC) is a group
of three Commissioners, appointed by the
Governor of Colorado. The main function
of the COPUC is to regulate and enforce
state statute as it pertains to utilities
within the state of Colorado. In 2019
the Colorado legislature passed Senate
Bill (SB) 19-236 that gave the COPUC
regulatory authority over Tri-State and its
resource planning process. The resource
planning process is a complicated set of
projections that estimates future amounts
of load to be served and the resources
that will serve said load. Prior to 2019,
Tri-State was a self-regulated utility,
regulated by its 42-member Board of
Directors, which is comprised of a single
member from each of its 42-member-owner
distribution cooperatives. With the diverse
nature of the Tri-State membership,
having one state regulate the resources
from which it produces power can be a
very problematic situation. Concurrently,
during the 2019 legislative session House
Bill (HB) 19-1261 was signed into law.
These Bills together have proven to be a

difficult hurdle for the membership and
have changed the course for Tri-State and
its member-owners.

What is Colorado HB 19-1261?

HB 19-1261 titled the ‘Climate Action
Plan to Reduce Pollution’ was signed
by Colorado Governor Jared Polis in
May of 2019. This bill gives the COPUC
further authority over Tri-State’s resource
planning and requires Tri-State to lower
greenhouse gas emissions by 80% based
on a 2005 baseline. As a dramatic
example, had Tri-State generated 100%
of its power from coal in 2005, it would
need to generate 80% of its power from
either wind, solar, or another recognized
renewable resource by 2030. Though Tri-
State only has to achieve this reduction in
the state of Colorado, it will have impacts
across the multi-state (Colorado, Nebraska,
New Mexico, and Wyoming) membership.
The energy transition will force the early
retirement of coal generating facilities and
force us to acquire power from renewable
resources while still paying for our
prematurely closed coal plants.

Our Guarantee

The Board of Directors and staff of HPP
remain committed to providing reliable
and cost-effective power for our members.
Between the changes in rate regulation
at the FERC and resource regulation at
the COPUC, times are certainly getting
more complicated, but we are taking steps
to protects our members and hold our
retail rate. Tri-State’s power production is
changing and how we are billed for service
from Tri-State will be changing, always
remember we are working constantly to
put our membership in the best possible
position to succeed now and into the
future.
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CONSTANT LEARNING AT HIGH PLAINS POWER
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CEO Darick Eisenbraun spends a day with the Everyone at High Plains Power learns CPR and first aid.
crews and they put him to work.

CFO Jon Mayes works
with the Thermopolis

crew teaching them the
nuances of the new outage
management system.

Phone 307-856-9426 Board of Directors
1-800-445-0613 Jim Miller - President
www.highplainspower.org Bret Gardner - Vice President
Beckie Darnell - Secretary
General Manager Matt Brown - Treasurer
' r—— : Darick Eisenbraun Todd Heward - Asst. Sec.
15 @h oficial pupiication o This is a monthly publication made available Jesse Hankins
High Plains Power, Inc. by High Plains Powsr, Ine., with the Wiofiing Lee Shafer
1775 E. Monroe Rural Electric News. Jeff Milton

Riverton, WY 82501 Ideas, questions and comments are welcome. John Paul Stoll




